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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



CALIFORNIA. 

Leprosy— Made Qnarantinable. (Reg. Bd. of H., Feb. 7, 1914.) 

Whereas leprosy has been shown to exist in certain sections of California: 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of the State board of health, leprosy be, and it is hereby, 
added to the list of quarantinable diseases mentioned in rule 1, section 13, 1 of an act 
entitled "An act to ameud sections 2, 3, 13, and 21 of an act entitled 'An act for the 
preservation of the public health of the people of California, and empowering the State 
board of health to enforce its provisions, and providing penalties for the violation 
thereof,' approved March 23, 1907," such action being necessary for the protection of 
the public health. 

IOWA. 

Common Towels — Use in Public Places Prohibited. (Reg. Bd. of H., Jan. 14, 

1914.) 

Whereas the roller towel, or common towel, used in public places has been a means of 

dissemination of many infectious and contagious diseases, thereby being a menace 

to the public health, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the following rule, to be known as rule 10, chapter 4, of the revised 
rules and regulations of the Iowa State board of health be, and the same is hereby, 
enacted: 

Rule 10, Section 1. The use of the roller towel or any other form of towel used in 
common in hotels, restaurants, public buildings, public toilets, public washrooms, or 
in any other building or place where such common towel is in use by the general public 
within the State of Iowa, is hereby prohibited and ordered discontinued. 

Sec. 2. That under the authority of section 11 of chapter 168, Laws of Thirty- 
third General Assembly, commonly known as the Iowa hotel law, the inspector of 
hotels and his deputies are requested to report to the State board of health any neglect 
or violation of this rule on the part of the hotels of Iowa, 

Sec. 3. It is hereby made the duty of the local boards of health to adopt and enforce 
this rule, as provided in section 2572, Supplement to the Code, 1907. 

MAINE. 

Tuberculosis — Disinfection of Apartments. (Chap. 67, Act Mar. 18, 1913.) 

Section 4 of chapter 78 of the public laws of 1909 is hereby amended by adding 
thereto the following words: "But the methods or processes of distinction and the 
material or agencies with which it shall be done shall be those which are advised 
by the State board of health for work of that kind in connection with tuberculosis," 
so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows: 
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Sec. 4. When notilied of the vacation of any apartments or premises as provided 
in section 3 hereof, the health officer or secretary of the local board of health or his 
agent shall within 2-1 hours thereafter visit said apartments or premises, and shall 
order and direct that, except for the purposes of cleansing or disinfection, no infected 
article shall be removed therefrom until properly and suitably cleansed or disin- 
fected, and said local board of health shall determine the manner in which such 
apartments or premises shall be disinfected, cleansed, or renovated, in order that 
they may be rendered safe and suitable for occupancy. If the health authorities 
determine that disinfection is sufficient to render them safe and suitable for occu- 
pancy, such apartments or premises, together with all infected articles therein, shall 
immediately be disinfected by the health authorities at public expense, or, if the 
owner prefers, by the owner at his expense, to the satisfaction of health authorities ; 
but the methods or processes of disinfection and the material or agencies with which 
it shall be done shall be those which are advised by the State board of health for 
work of that kind in connection with tuberculosis. 

State Board of Health— Powers of— Regulations. (Chap. 149, Act Mar. 31, 1913.) 

Section 8 of chapter 18 of the revised statutes, as amended in section 2 of chapter 
48 of the public laws of 1909, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word 
"diseases" in the 29th line the following: "For guarding against the transmission 
of infectious and contagious diseases through the medium of common towels, com- 
mon drinking cups, and other articles which may carry infection from person to per- 
son; for the sanitation of railway service and that of other common carriers," so that 
said section, as amended, shall read as follows: 

Sec. 8. The more effectually to protect the public health the State board of health 
may establish such systems of inspection as in its judgment may be necessary to 
ascertain the actual or threatened presence of the infection of Asiatic cholera, small- 
pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, plague, or typhus fever; and any duly authorized 
agent or inspector of said board may enter any building, vessel, railway car, or 
other public vehicle to inspect the same and to remove therefrom any person affected 
by said diseases; and for this purpose he may require the person in charge of any vessel 
or public vehicle other than a railway car to stop such vessel or vehicle at any place, 
and he may require the conductor of any railway train to stop his train at any station 
or upon any sidetrack and there detain it for a reasonable time; provided, that no 
conductor shall be required to stop his train when telegraphic communication with 
the dispatcher's office can not be obtained or at such times or under such circumstances 
as may endanger the safety of the train and passengers; and provided further, that 
any such agent or inspector may cause any car which he may think may be infected 
with any of said diseases to be sidetracked at any suitable place and there be cleansed , 
fumigated, and disinfected. And the said board of health may from time to time 
make, alter, modify, or revoke rules and regulations for guarding against the intro- 
duction of any infectious or contagious diseases into the State, including rabies, or 
hydrophobia of animals and men; for the control and suppression thereof if within 
the State ; for the quarantine and disinfection of persons, localities, and things infected 
or suspected of being infected by such diseases; for guarding against the transmission 
of infectious and contagious diseases through the medium of common towels, common 
drinking cups, and other articles which may carry infection from person to person; 
for the sanitation of railway service and that of other common carriers; for the trans- 
portation of dead bodies when death results from any infectious or contagious disease; 
for the speedy and private interment of the bodies of persons who have died from said 
diseases; and, in emergency, for providing those sick with said diseases with neces- 
sary medical aid and with temporary hospitals for their accommodation and for the 
accommodation of their nurses and attendants. And the said board may declare any 



